
It is a sure sign of spring when leaves on the trees prevent my watch
from obtaining a GPS signal.  Many readers will agree that
technology is simultaneously frustrating and convenient, but offers
benefits that those under the age of 30 take for granted.  Email,
maps, weather reports and photography, immediately available on
phones outweigh the frustration of adapting to the latest software
update.  Such frustrations aside, I was reminded of the technology
benefits we enjoy as Al Locey’s boat departed Hammondsport with
a KLA crew supported by the Finger Lakes Institute and Yates
County Soil & Water on April 22 .  This team stopped at sites on
each branch of the lake assessing water clarity and taking water
samples with some rather clever technology, to measure nutrient
levels and the general health of the lake.  This was the first of several
trips to be taken this year.  The KLA relies upon volunteers and like-
minded organizations to do this work.

nd

A separate project resuming soon, helps document and transmit
lake health information and detect Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs).
Volunteers perform a simple task: take five minutes out of your day
once a week and snap a photo of shoreline water close to home and
then upload it to a site managed by the NYS DEC.  This task is
meaningless if one or two people do it, but when 50-100 people
participate, it can detect and report suspicious algal growth and
help keep the lake safe.  Imagine how slow and tedious that process
would have been 30 years ago.

The KLA takes advantage of technology as we seek to grow, convey
important information and work on innovative ways to preserve and
protect Keuka Lake.  BTW, who is that Al Locey guy mentioned
above?  Keep reading…
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‘A Salute to Captain Al’‘A Salute to Captain Al’

The Keuka Lake Association, like any lake
association in the region, cannot fulfill the
promise of its mission solely through the
people that govern the organization. Most
certainly, KLA Board members do the heavy
lifting since they are a “working board”,
assigned to committees that, among other
things, help keep the lake clean, encourage
safe boating practices, educate the
community and help maintain a proper lake
level. But often, our Board and officers
require something more. That’s where
Captain Al and other volunteers enter the
picture and step up.
 
Much like the people reading this, Alan
Locey loves Keuka Lake. He has spent
virtually every summer of his life on the
lake and conducted tours, formally or
informally, for more than 30 years. Those
two qualifications and his pontoon boat
make him an essential volunteer for the
Association. Al is also a KLA Business
Member.
 
Every few weeks, the KLA leans on Captain
Al and his generosity, to provide his
pontoon boat and four hours of his time.
By 9:00 am on water sampling day, a crew
assembles at Depot Park in
Hammondsport. This typically includes
three people from the KLA, a team from
Yates County Soil and Water along with
another organization such as the Finger
Lakes Institute based in Geneva. The boat
is loaded with supplies and equipment
needed to sample water from both one
meter and thirty meters below the surface.
In addition, a visual test using something
known as a Secchi disk, assesses water
clarity. Each branch of Keuka Lake and one
central point are sampled so that water
quality can be appropriately monitored.
 

Sampling of Keuka Lake water has
been conducted from April to October

every year for more than 30 years.

These important tasks have been conducted
from April to October every year for more
than 30 years. The tests performed look at
levels of nutrients and other pollutants in
the water and have consistently shown
something we often take for granted: Keuka
Lake is among the cleanest of the Finger
lakes. Al and the KLA work to keep it that way
and improve it further. Testimony to that
effort is our stream sampling program that
looks at the quality of water entering the
lake along with the efforts of the Keuka
Watershed Improvement Cooperative (KWIC)
that monitors septic systems.



Captain Al  Locey doing  what he loves!

KLA Board Members and volunteers using the
Kemmmerer to sample water at various depths
on our April  22  open water voyage.n d

Happy Cruising!  

Alan is passionate about Keuka’s water quality.
The tours he gives showcase the lake’s beauty
and include stories, and a bit of the science
behind the lake’s ecosystem and what it takes
to keep it so clean. When he’s not hosting boat
tours, he might be found snow skiing or sailing
his MC Scow. He also manages a side business
that repurposes whiskey barrels that are sold
to individual buyers or rented out for special
events in the region. But it is his commitment
to preserving and protecting the lake through
the task of water sampling that has endeared
him to the KLA. 

Volunteer opportunities with the KLA are
numerous, worthwhile and quite educational.
They include shoreline monitoring, water
sampling in the lake and streams, assistance
with office operations, management of
invasive species and a host of other tasks. 

Admittedly, the April lake sampling can be a
bit chilly, but a bit of time on the boat in the
warm summer months to collect water
samples isn’t a bad way to spend a morning. If
you’re interested, over the age of 18, and
willing to help with stream or lake sampling,
get in touch with our office. We’ll put you on
our waiting list to enjoy a special experience
out on the water or in one of the many
streams flowing into the lake.
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The KLA has several important projects for 2025 aimed at understanding and improving our
beautiful lake. Here are the major ones:

1.Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs) shoreline monitoring volunteer program.  In this program,
volunteers monitor a section (eg, 100 yards) of Keuka shoreline, and report to the NYS DEC
by cellphone or computer app weekly.  Training for this began in late May, but it is recorded
and can be viewed any time. Time commitment is modest, roughly 10 - 15 minutes per week
from June through October as your availability allows.  We are still looking for more
volunteers for this program! 

2. We are ramping up our stream monitoring program this year, as it’s increasingly clear that
these inputs to our lake are the critical drivers for excess nutrients, microbes and other
pollutants.  Stream sampling will be done second Tuesday mornings of each month, from
June to October.  We work in concert with the Yates County Soil and Water (YCSW) group and
will be monitoring 8 or 9 streams this year.  Help with any (or all!) of these sampling dates
would be much appreciated.  In the past, this work has taken about 2-3 hours.

3. We are also continuing our open water testing program, which has been ongoing for over
30 years now.  (We’re excited to review all this data at our annual meeting this July).  Our first
collecting day was April 22:  a little brisk, a bit windy, slightly overcast, but lots of fun.   

4. One of the invasive species that has affected our lake is the water chestnut.  It’s especially
problematic at the outlet in Penn Yan.  A mechanical harvester is used to control this weed,
but we also need to do actual weed pulls every summer in the areas the harvester cannot get
to.   There will be 2 pulls this year, one in July and and another in August.  These half day
affairs involve kayaks (bring your own or we provide), on-site training and support, drinks and
snacks, and the opportunity to interact with other like-minded organizations around our lake.  
For this event, the more volunteers the better.  Come join us!

As you can see, there’s a lot to do and we need your help! It’s only through our volunteers
that we can accomplish our mission: to preserve and protect this precious resource.

We encourage everyone who loves Keuka Lake to consider joining one of our initiatives or
even suggesting new ones where you see a need. Whether you have an hour to spare or a
morning to dedicate, your time and effort are invaluable in helping us maintain the health
and beauty of our watershed. Together, we can ensure that future generations can enjoy the
same pristine waters, diverse wildlife, and peaceful surroundings that we cherish today. Let's
work hand in hand to keep Keuka Lake as vibrant and thriving as ever!

Water Quality UpdateWater Quality Update
DR. BOB LAMBERT, WATER QUALITY CHAIR
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BRIANNA’S LAW IS IN EFFECT: IN 2025, ALL MOTOR BOAT OPERATORS,
REGARDLESS OF AGE, NEED A BOATING SAFETY CERTIFICATE.

Saunders Finger Lakes Museum is hosting in-person classes on select
Sundays from March to September.  Please see their website to sign up!

The Finger Lakes Boat Museum 
Sunday, June 15
Saturday, July 12
Sunday, August 3
 
Pre-registration is required. Participants must register with both Finger
Lakes Boating Museum and NYS Parks, Recreation, and Historic
Preservation. The price for Museum Members is $30; the non-member
price is $35. Visit www.flbm.org/boating-safety, call 607-569-2222, or
email info@flbm.org to register.

Other approved courses can be found by visiting the NYS Parks and
Recreation Dept: 

You can get replacement cards at: ilostmycard.com

Lake Level UpdateLake Level Update

https://parks.ny.gov/boating /education.aspx

Other than being about 4inches above the upper guide for a few days in early May, the lake
level has been maintained within the objectives for the past several months. KLOC and the
PYWP gate operators have done a good job, even with the high levelsof rain this Spring.

The 2025 water temperature continues to track several degrees colder than historic values.
We continue to believe that the values reported and charted on our website are probably 7-
9 degrees colder than reality.  However, our efforts to determine the root cause continue to
be unsuccessful.  The temperature sensing equipment calibration has been checked twice
and communication between the equipment, our website and what is posted is okay. Our
latest theory is that the translation of the average to degrees by our data logger was the
culprit, but the latest information indicates that is probably not the issue.  Detective work
continues, as well as, exploring other data sources. Thank you for your patience as we
continue to pursue a resolution.Please also recognize that the water temperature can vary
significantly depending on depth, currents, wind, and exactly where you are.
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2025 Fishing Regulations2025 Fishing Regulations
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2025 Boating Regulations2025 Boating Regulations
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The snapping turtle, with a shell 8-14 inches long is one of the largest turtles. They live in slow-
moving areas of ponds, streams, and lakes, lying on the bottom waiting for prey, including fish and
small ducklings. Their carapace is bony and ridged; the plastron is so small they can’t draw their
head, legs, or tail inside. Their powerful jaws can bite off a finger - handle with caution and only by
holding them well away from your body by the tail.

The spiny soft-shell is the only one without a rigid carapace and plastron. Described as a pancake
with a head and legs, soft-shells live in calm lakes and ponds and often sun themselves on logs and
concrete boat slips. At a distance, they look like flattened rocks. Largest turtle, reaching a carapace
length of 25 inches. Mostly eat insects, crayfish. Cannot be picked up safely, have a very long neck
and can reach behind if your pick up by their tail and deliver a painful bite.

The eastern painted turtle is the most common - the one you see in groups sunning on logs at the
edges of lakes and ponds. Relatively small at 7-9 inches in length, they are the prettiest with red and
yellow stripes on the head and a plastron with bright orange-red patterns - like they were “painted.”
They eat snails, slugs, crayfish, algae, and carrion.

The eastern wood turtle has a high, knobby carapace about 10 inches long and is a woodland
traveler, often found in woods as they move from one body of water to another. So named because
the pattern of rings on their scutes looks like wood. The carapace is yellow with black blotches on
each scute. They eat mushrooms, fruits, algae, snails, slugs, and worms, often stomping on the
ground to bring up the worms.

The eastern box turtle is the smallest at 7-9 inches. So named because they can tuck their head, legs,
and tail inside their shell which is hinged to form an impenetrable “box”. They have brightly colored
lines of dots on the carapace/legs & head. Like the wood turtle, box turtles are terrestrial and move
through the forest on their travels between bodies of water. They eat snails, slugs, salamanders,
fruits and mushrooms. More southern than the others, they are rarely seen in Keuka’s watershed.

The Keuka Lake watershed (lake and hillsides feeding lake with streams) includes five species of turtles.  Cold-
blooded, like all reptiles, turtles cannot regulate their body heat, so are active during spring, summer and fall when
temperatures allow them to move about.  All hibernate in winter, usually in the mud/muck of lake, pond and stream
bottoms.  Their heart rates slow to almost nothing, and they absorb oxygen from the water through their skins.  All
except one (spiny smooth-shell turtle) have bony shells.  The upper shell is called the carapace and is formed of
bony plates (scutes) that are flattened and widened ribs.  Each scute has concentric rings laid down every year:
counting the rings gives an approximation of the turtle’s age.  The bottom shell, called the plastron, is also formed
of individual plates.  They are omnivorous, meaning they eat vegetation, insects, small mammals and birds,
salamanders, crayfish, snakes, and carrion.  Some can deliver a dangerous (to humans) bite if you pick them up.  
None bite swimmers.  All have a dull brown/black/olive carapace (camouflage).  All lay eggs in sandy areas and/or
under rotting woody vegetation.

CRITTER CORNERCRITTER CORNER
KEUKA’S  TURTLES

PAGE 08LISTEN TO THE LAKE...

By:  David Decalesta



While this unique turtle may be found in a variety of fresh water habitats across the eastern states,
its preferred habitat includes wetland environments that have vegetated, soft bottoms, as it spends
much of its time submerged and buried there.  Keuka Lake wetlands are specifically protected by the
New York DEC as a habitat for these turtles, as prime habitat for nesting and growth of this species is
limited in this region.  We are so fortunate to have this unique and wonderful species in our very own
lake!

The body of this species is flattened with spiny projections that project out from the edge of the
upper carapace.  Spiny softshell turtles have unique nostrils that resemble a pig’s snout. Their necks
are longer than that of other turtle species allowing them to capture food at greater distances.  This
turtle spends most of its life in the water, and so has fully webbed feet to help it swim.
 
The spiny softshell is one of the largest turtle species in North America growing up to 19 inches long.  
In colder regions of its habitat range, the turtle will bury itself in mud and hibernate for nearly half
the year.  In the wild, they may live to be 50 years old.

FEATURED: THE SPINY SOFTSHELL (Apalone spinifera)  
Courtesy of :  Debbie Lyon ,  Saunders F inger  Lakes Museum

All turtles move from one body of water to the next, often crossing roads. If you see one crossing a road
and you can stop safely on the side, get out and shoo the turtle into the woods/lake. They often are hit
by cars. All are protected by law: it’s illegal to keep them as pets. Some, including the spiny, box and
wood turtle are fairly rare.

Keuka ’s  Spiny Sof tshel ls  sunning at  Saunders!

A c lose up of  the Spiny Sof tshel lA t iny baby snapping turt le
photographed last  September 
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SUSAN OLIVER

BARRINGTON

URBANA

PRESIDENT

MILO
WAYNE

JERUSALEM

ROB DINTRUFF

J IM HORNER

BOB KARCZEWSKI

STEVE HELLER

TREASURER

SECRETARY

AT- LARGE
JEANNE ESTEP

BOB LAMBERT

NOLAN SMITH
DARRYL HECKLE

WAYNE HAND

SEEKING CANDIDATE
KATE PARSONS

PULTENEY

BILL LAFFIN

DOUG DEFRANCO
JIM HOWITT

KLA DIRECTORS & OFFICERSKLA DIRECTORS & OFFICERS

The KLA is always looking for individuals who share our passion for
protecting the lake!   Email  resumes to info@keukalakeassociation.org.

THE KLA OFFICE IS LOCATED AT:
2466 NY-54A, SUITE 207,  PENN YAN, NY

Open hours fluctuate,  so please make arrangments
ahead of time if  you’d l ike to stop by!
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STEVE SOSIK



 
Partner

$1000 Premier

 
NAME(S) _________________________________________________________

MAILING ADDRESS _______________________________________________

CITY, STATE, ZIP ___________________________________________________ 

PHONE NUMBER _________________________________________________ 

E-MAIL ADDRESS 1_________________________________________________

E-MAIL ADDRESS 2_________________________________________________

SECONDARY ADDRESS____________________________________________

CITY, STATE, ZIP __________________________________________________

KEUKA PHONE ____________________________________________________ 

Dates I wish to receive mailings at KEUKA address: From ___/___ thru ___/___ (month/day) 

Would you like to receive E-Announcements and our monthly E-Newsletters? Yes/No

How would you like to receive our Quarterly Printed Newsletter? Mail/E-mail/Both 

 

Membership Level

KLA MEMBER APPLICATION 
Yes, I want to support the Keuka Lake Association!

 
New_____ Renewal______ 

Please mail application and payment to: KLA, PO Box 35, Penn Yan, NY 14527 

You can also renew on our website!

KLA MEMBERSHIP PROCESS

FEB/MARCH
RENEWAL NOTICES MAILED 

APRIL  
MEMBER DUES DUE

JUNE
LAST  NEWSLETTER FOR THOSE

WHO HAVE NOT RENEWED 

.

Check # _______________(Please make checks payable to the Keuka Lake Association)

Credit Card number: __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __  CVC:_____Expiration

Date: ___/___/___ Signature: _______________________________ 
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$50

$100

$150

$250

$500

Sponsor or Business

Patron

Guardian

Champion



NAME(S) ____________________________________________________________

MAILING ADDRESS _________________________________________________

CITY, STATE, ZIP _____________________________________________________

PHONE NUMBER ___________________________________________________

E-MAIL ADDRESS 1__________________________________________________

E-MAIL ADDRESS 2__________________________________________________

SECONDARY ADDRESS______________________________________________

CITY, STATE, ZIP _____________________________________________________

KEUKA PHONE ____________________________________________________

PLEASE SELECT:

15426
W LAKE RD

15426

FILL IN
#S

ADDRESS PLATE ORDER FORM

Check # _______________(Please make checks payable to the Keuka Lake Association)

Credit Card number: __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __  CVC:_____Expiration

Date: ___/___/___ Signature: _______________________________

Please mail application and payment to: KLA, PO Box 35, Penn Yan, NY 14527

Thank  you  for  your  support!

6"X12 "  DOCK PLATE $35
INCLUDING S&H

8"X12"  DOCK PLATE $45
INCLUDING S&H

or
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GIFTS/CLOTHING
Browsers

Cinnamon Stick
Crooked Lake Mercantile

Keuka Clothing
The Corner Coop

Longs’ Cards & Books
HEALTH/MEDICAL SERVICES

Keuka Comfort Care Home
Lattimore Physical Therapy

ROC Insurance Services
COMMUNICATIONS/SECURITY

Convergent Telecom, Inc.
Covert Security

 

INSURANCE
Keuka Insurance Group, Inc.

Stork Insurance
INTERIOR DESIGN

Fran Springer Interiors
 

OUTDOOR SERVICES
Beers Tree Service

 

LODGING/COTTAGE RENTALS
Aubergine Bed & Breakfast
Keuka Beach House Rental

Keuka Lakeside Inn
The Cottages on Keuka

Willow Grove Camp
MARINE/DOCK CONSTRUCTION
Brawdy Marine Construction, Inc.

Quality Docks
R & R Docks

Veley Enterprises
MARINAS/BOAT RENTALS/ RV SALES

Big Al’s Boats
The Boathouse Keuka 

Dennis Marine
Fishy Business Tackle Shop 

Harbor Lights Marina
Keuka Pontoon Rentals

Mark’s Leisure Time Marine
Marino Upholstery

Meyers RV & Marine
Morgan Marine

Wilkins RV
Shoreline Outdoor Rentals
UNDERWATER SERVICES

Fingle1
PEST CONTROL

Custom Pest Control 

 

 

 

 

ACCOUNTANTS/FINANCE
Bailey Business Advisors

Commonwealth Financial Group
Hayes Asset Management, LLC 

Poverty2Prosperity
Lyons National Bank

ARCHITECT
Patrick Flynn

ART/MUSEUMS/EDUCATION
Arts Center of Yates County
Finger Lakes Boat Museum
Glenn H. Curtiss Museum 

Keuka College
Saunders Finger Lakes Museum 

ATTORNEYS
William Fletcher

William Reed
 Carl Schwartz

BICYCLE SALES/REPAIR
Weaver’s Bicycle Shop

BOOKS/OFFICE SUPPLIES/CARDS
Longs’ Cards & Books
BUILDING SUPPLY
Branchport Hardware

Carey’s Farm & Home Centers
HEP Sales

Knapp & Schlappi Lumber Co., Inc.
Penn Yan Supply

Ross Associates, Inc.
Shirley’s Lumber 

BUSINESS CONSULTING/PROMOTIONS
Eastlake Consulting

JUMP Coaching Connection
COMPUTER/GRAPHIC SERVICES

SCT Computers
DSD Webworks

CONSTRUCTION/CONTRACTING
Ace Handyman Service

DJ Builders
Finger Lakes Custom Renovation

Keuka Construction Corp
The Krog Group

Timber Frames, Inc
ENGINEERS/SURVEYORS

Barton & Loguidice
Kernahan Engineers

KV Engineering, PLLC
Richard N. Osgood, PE

Grove Engineering (Septic)
 

BUSINESS MEMBERSBUSINESS MEMBERS
PHOTOGRAPHY/VIDEOGRAPHY

Riley Earl Films
REAL ESTATE 

Brie Kirk - Wine Trail Properties
Camp Arey

Curbeau Realty
Finger Lakes Premier Properties

Howard Hanna Lake Group
Howard Hanna Realty- Jackie Carpenter

Howard Hanna- Jan Corning
Howard Hanna Realty- Ken Frank

Howard Hanna Realty -Michael Hanna 
Keuka Lake Land & Realty
Kurt Schmidt—Century 21

Mark Malcolm II - Century 21
Marcia Rees - Century 21 

Yunis Realty
RESTAURANTS/SNACKS

Bully Hill Restaurant
Burgers & Beer of Corning
Crooked Lake Mercantile

Keuka Restaurant
Lakeside Country Club

Lakeside Restaurant & Tavern
Oak Hill Bulk Foods
Morgan's Grocery

Seneca Farms
Service Station FLX
The Switzerland Inn

Wise Guys of Hammondsport
STORAGE FACILITIES

Camp Arey Mini Storage
Mustang Mini Storage

 

VETERINARY
Eastview Veterinary Clinic

WINE & SPIRITS
SDS Enterprises 

WINERIES/VINEYARDS
Barrington Cellars

Bully Hill Vineyards
Doyle Vineyard Management

Dr. Konstantin Frank Wine Cellars
Hunt Country Vineyards
Keuka Lake Vineyards

Keuka Spring Vineyards
Living Roots Wine & Co. 

McGregor Vineyard Winery
OTHER

Keuka Sun
Corporate Jet Aviation
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Homemade Ice Cream Since 1950!!
Famous Fried Chicken
Hand Pattied Burgers

Drive-Thru for Ice Cream
Pavilion and Picnic Areas for outdoor seating.

Open March until November
Senecafarmsny.com

315-536-4066

The advertising section of the KLA newsletter is provided as a service to KLA business members. The ads are restricted to 1/4 page, to
fit into a 3.75 x 4.75 space. It is the responsibility of the advertiser to contact the KLA office with a request for ad space in an upcoming
issue and send a print-ready, color ad in a JPG format only. The deadline for the Fall 2025 issue is August 15th and will be accepted in
the order submitted.  However, in an attempt to present an interesting diversity of ads, the KLA editorial staff reserves the right to limit
the number of any specific type of ad in any given issue. KLA also reserves the right to decline acceptance of an ad deemed
inappropriate for the publication.

August 13th
 Chamber of Commerce Business After Hours

at Keuka Springs

NEW MEMBERS

July 19th
 KLA Annual Meeting at Keuka College

July 14th
Golf Tournament at Lakeside Country Club

Save the DatesSave the Dates

Alta Schallehn
Amie & Mark Reif

Amy March
Art Benham

Brian Shoemaker
Caroline Scutt
Cheryl Fisher

Christine Pyanoe
Colleen Agan

Corporate Jet Aviation
David Yattaw
Debbie Koop

Diane M. Cecero & Mark Whelan
Erik and Meghan Olson

Erik Jensen
Erin & Dan Jimerson

Frank & Suzanne Curran
Gary Smith

Gene & Sarah Freid
Gene Ver

Gerard Gallagher
James Beauchamp

Jason Gutman
Jean Durling
Jeff Hopkins
Jerry Warner

Jim & Judy McIntosh
Joe and Shelly Long

Julie Schnepf
Karen McLaughlin

Kathy & Rick Bowles
Klemmer Family

Kristopher Bayer
Laurie Dutcher

Lovals Holdings LLC
Margaret Stauth

Marilyn B. Bastian
Martin Bailey

Mary F. Schrouder
Mary Richardson

Michael & Bette Rogers
Mike Benulis

Nickolas Optis
Paul & Ellen Greendyk

Penelope Stone
Philip E Vogt
Ralph Corey

Rebecca Spangenberg
Riley Helmuth

Rob Kinyun
Ron Bellohusen

Service Station FLX
Sherry G. Lawn

Sig and Irene Fascher
Somebody's Business LLC

Sue Longacre
Tom & Ginny Coon

Wendy DeMarzo
William Neilsen
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Keuka Lake Association
2466 NY-54A, Suite 207

 PO Box 35
Penn Yan, NY 14527

Our mission is to
preserve and protect
Keuka Lake and its
natural beauty for
future generations.

SUMMER- JUNE 2025LISTEN TO THE LAKE...


